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Monarch The head of the state or country (King, Queen or Emperor).  

Parliament The highest legislature, consisting of the monarch, the House of Lords, 
and the House of Commons. 

Absolute 
monarch 

The monarch has total power and can do whatever they like.  Henry VIII 
was an absolute monarch – Parliament existed but had little say in 
running the country.   

Constitutional 
monarch 

The monarch is limited by the constitution – the list of rules a state or 
country has to follow.  Parliament  

Court A body of people presided over by a judge, judges, or magistrate, and 
acting as a tribunal in civil and criminal cases. 

Christianity The religion based on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ, or its 
beliefs and practices 

Catholic The Christian Church in Western Europe before the reformation.  The 
Pope was head of the Church.  Divorce was not allowed in the Catholic 
church.  

Reformation A movement within Western Christianity in the 16th century. A religious 
and political challenge to the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope.  

Church of 
England 

Founded in 1534.  The established church of England. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury is the most senior priest, although the monarch is the 
supreme governor.  

Protestant The new ‘branch’ of Christians who broke away from the Roman Catholic 
church.  They believe in the teachings of the bible but rejected the Pope.   

Divorce The legal dissolution of a marriage by a court 

Execution The carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person. 

Courtier A person who attends a royal court as a companion or adviser to the king 
or queen. 

Catherine of Aragon 
Married 1509 
1 child – Mary 

Divorced  

Anne Boleyn 
Married 1533 

1 child – Elizabeth 
Beheaded  

Jane Seymour 
Married 1536 

1 child – Edward 
Died  

Anne of Cleaves 
Married 1540 
No children  

Divorced  

Katherine Howard 
Married 1540 
No children  
Beheaded  

Catherine Parr 
Married 1543 
No children  

Survived  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Build in the 1070s by William the Conqueror to defend and proclaim his royal power.   
The Tower took around 20 years to build.  

The Tower also controlled the supply of the nation’s money.   
All coins of the realm were made at the Tower Mint until 1810.   
The Crown Jewels are protected by a garrison of soldiers. 

Henry VIII decreed that the Yeoman Warders, the monarch’s personal bodyguards, 
would stay and guard the Tower permanently. 
Medieval kings and queens lived in luxurious apartments at the Tower.  

Henry VIII modernised the rooms for the coronation of Anne Boleyn 
Three years later Anne was back at the Tower, this time accused of treason. 
She was held in the same luxurious lodgings before being executed by sword 
on Tower Green. 

During the Tudor age, the Tower became the most important state prison in the 
country.  

 
 

 One of the most famous legends of the 
Tower surrounds the ravens.   
The story goes that should the ravens leave 
the Tower, both it and the kingdom will fall. 
Seven ravens live at the Tower today and are 
cared for by a dedicated Yeoman Warder 
known as the Ravenmaster 
 

The future Queen Elizabeth I, 

Lady Jane Grey, Sir Walter 

Raleigh and Guy Fawkes were 

all ’sent to the Tower’. 

In the 20th century, German spies 

were brought here and shot. 


